

ADOPTED 2/8/11


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney & Co-Sponsored by 
CM Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2011-63-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE COMPANY UPON THE OCCASION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF ITS PLANT IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Maxwell House Coffee Company began in 1873 when Joel Cheek, a wholesale grocery traveling salesman, developed his own coffee, later convincing the exclusive Maxwell House Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee, to serve his brand in 1892; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Cheek partnered with John Neal to form the Nashville Coffee and Manufacturing Company, later known as the Cheek-Neal Coffee Company, and the Jacksonville, Florida, plant opened in 1910 under that name, employing thirty people and producing about 40,000 pounds of coffee each day; and


WHEREAS, today, the Maxwell House plant in Jacksonville has grown to employ 275 persons and is Maxwell House’s largest production plant in the United States; and


WHEREAS, through legislation in 1990, the City Council recognized the many local economic and social contributions of the Maxwell House Coffee Company, encouraging the company to consolidate its east coast coffee processing operations in Jacksonville as part of a dynamic and intense community-wide effort to “Keep Max in Jax”; and

WHEREAS, the resulting expansion of our Maxwell House Coffee Company plant not only continued to benefit Jacksonville and its port through a prestigious and vital international presence, with the plant being credited with enhancing the local economy through an estimated annual impact of $600 million, but it also extended the long-standing Maxwell House tradition of good relationships and strong community support for which it and its dedicated employees continue to be known to this day; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to honor the Maxwell House Coffee Company in well-deserved appreciation of its long-term, significant importance in Jacksonville’s economic history and its inestimable acts of faithful professional citizenship; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend Maxwell House Coffee Company upon the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the opening of its plant in Jacksonville, Florida.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Maxwell House Coffee Company for its long history of responsible corporate citizenship, wishing both the company and its employees many more years of successful and productive service in our area.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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